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A Study related to The Contemporary Significance of
Barnard's Creative Management Theory -
Role of the Management Theory on the Turning Point

for Civilization

Tsukasa FUJINUMA

Abstract

Chester 1. Barnard (1886-1961) is noted as the founder of modern organization
theory in the field of business administration.

According to Barnardian thoughts, in our social world various forces (physical,
biological, personal, and social) flow in whirls. It is the inescapable task of human
beings to coordinate these conflicting forces and to integrate them. This task must
be performed by human beings and human co-operations. Barnard calls them "pow-
ers". The degree of civilization is determined by the ability of powers which bring
forces into a coordinated system. This is the art of human beings.

The characters of powers are (1) to be restricted by forces/circumstances
(givenness), (2) to sublimate them into some positive factor, (3) to become an act.

Human co-operation is composed of forces as given objective causal factors and
they are integrated by organization, which is oriented by subjectivity. In the con-
temporary society, the degree of civilization is in large part dependent on the abil-
ity of organization. This situation is called "The Age of Organization". We are
now faced with the crisis of losing harmonic relations between organization and its
forces/circumstances. Today, the task of management theories and management
practices is to create harmonic relations between these two. This is the function of

"management as Art". This is the core of Barnard's Creative Management Theory.



