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Roslein sprach: Ich steche dich,

Dass du ewig denkst an mich,

Und ich wills nichit leiden.

----- Goethe; Heidenroslein.™
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Reflections on My Past Research and Book Collection, Which
Is to Be Donated to the Library of Aomori Public College

Yoshiro MATSUDA

Abstract

Soon I shall end my academic career, but if time allows, I would like to con-
tinue my research as best I can using a small number of books. The rest of my
book collection may be sold to second-hand book dealers or donated to some in-
terested person. The collection is the result of one man's research and seems to
have unity.

What has been the main current of my research and book collection? The Japa-
nese people have experienced two periods of severe censorship. One was carried
out by the Japanese government against the popular sentiments of democracy, so-
cialism, and egalitarianism during the period after World War 1. The other was
done by the Occupation Army of the United States of America soon after the de-
feat of Japan in World War Il. This censorship was thorough and extensive and
was applied not only to printed documents but even to private mail, In addition,
the Occupation Army wanted to hide their censorship because they knew it was
not compatible with the democratic ideals they wanted to propagate. The reality of
this censorship is revealed in my resecarch and book collection. Furthermore,
through the collection, one may trace the history of ideas in Japanese culture. This
short autobiographical essay briefly reviews what 1 have encountered from
childhood to college student days in real publishing history. It also sheds light on
the strong influence of socialist thought (stemming from Marxian economics) on
the Japanese academic world which has been dazzled by the ideals of socialist
countries. In addition, it gives some counter examples obtained from my past re-
search on Chinese socialism since 1949,

My basic research methodology has been statistical empiricism (positivism) in
the tradition of French radicalism, developing out of the work of the
Encyclopedists via the Saint-Simonians and Leon Walras, The research began with
the history of economic statistical survey systems and extended to econometric his-
tory and eventually to library and information science. Guided by intellectual curi-
osity, the scope of my interests widened to include cultural economics, of which
service industries, including publishing and library and information science, are ex-
amples. It is my hope that my donation will be of some future use at Aomori Pub-
lic College.
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