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Positioning of the Location Study Process and Its Issues

for Integrated New Aomori Hospital Development
in Urban Planning and Public Facility Restructuring

Takeo ADACHI

Abstract

Discussions are currently underway to merge Aomori Prefectural Central Hospital and
Aomori Municipal Hospital; it has been decided that the two large hospitals will become one in
the future, but where the new hospital will be located has yet to be decided. Three specific
locations and one wider area are under discussion as 'sites for consideration'.

In Japan's regional cities, declining populations and deteriorating public finances have made
urban planning and the management and operation of public facilities owned by local authorities
problematic. The two hospitals covered by this paper are public facilities, and the development
of these integrated new hospitals needs to be linked to urban planning and public facility
reorganization.

This paper discusses these two issues as follows.

Urban planning issues: In relation to the recent decline in the density of urban areas in local
cities and the problems resulting from this, and in relation to the new hospital development, it is
pointed out that the 'centrality of urban areas' is the focus of the problem and may affect the
shape of the city as a whole in the long term.

Issues in the restructuring of public facilities: the location of new facilities often causes
various opposition from the residents' point of view. One of the indicators used to discuss the
location of the new hospital in Aomori - 'automobile reach' - was concluded to be a common

criterion for discussion among residents and stakeholders.
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