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Rapid Decline of Fertility in Aomori

: Evidence from Prefectural Cohort Data
Tsutomu KIDACHI

Abstract

Recently, low CFRs are found both in high wage prefectures and in low wage
prefectures. But there are few investigations about low CFR in low wage prefec-
tures. In this paper we investigated the causes of the rapid decline of fertility in
low wage prefectures, especially focusing on Aomori. For this purpose we utilize
the Prefectural Cohort Data in 4 time periods. In general, lower female wage in-
creases CFR and lower male wage decreases CFR. In a new Cohort data, the
lower female wage effect becomes weaker with the progress of work-life balance.
As the result, the most important factor for explaining low CFR in Aomori is its
low male wage of the age 20-40.

In some prefectures of Kyushu and in some prefectures of Hokuriku, CFRs are
the highest. In prefectures of Hokuriku, both the marital fertility rate and the mar-
riage rate are high. On the other hand, in prefectures of Kyushu, the marriage rate
is low but the marital fertility late is very high.

In 1970 Cohort, CFR of Aomori was as high as in prefectures of Kyushu. Re-
cent difference of CFRs was emerged from the difference of the wage growth after

decline of agricultural employment.
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