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Significance and Prospects of English Teaching Materials

Introducing Local Characteristics

Hisaya TANDO

The purpose of this study is to examine the nature, aims, and effectiveness of the
English teaching material-Introducing Local Characteristics. The study also goes on to
suggest a new type of material for the future. The main aim of introducing these
materials is to enhance English and communication ability in learners. In addition, most
of these materials focuses on cultivating a strong positive impression and regard for
one's own hometown. The study found that most of the materials consist of wordbooks,
reading materials, and materials utilizing ICT (Information and Communication
Technology) which are increasing recently. These materials have been noted for further
enabling students to express their ideas and interact with foreigners. For future
considerations of the introduction of a new Course of Study by MEXT (Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) and the development of ICT and
the Internet, these English teaching materials should shift from input materials such as

booklets to output or interactive materials utilizing PCs, tablets, and smartphones.
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