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Regional Brands and Foods:

Effects and Challenges of Utilizing Regional Collective Trademarks in

Aomori Prefecture

Yudai ISHIMOTO

Abstract

This study examines the effects and challenges of using a regional
collective trademark to create a regional brand for food. We took up
examples from all over Japan in order to understand the overall picture,
and we examined the current situation and future possibilities in Aomori
Prefecture. In this study, the following two points were clarified as
important points regarding the use of regional collective trademarks in the
formation of regional food brands. First, in order to improve brand power,
the efforts made in relation to the regional collective trademarks were
reported to be effective in terms of human and physical resources, capital,
and information. Secondly, all the regional collective trademarks in Aomori
Prefecture, where primary industries were flourishing, were for agricultural
and marine products. However, there were many other traditional
vegetables and marine products that were symbols of local governments
that had not yet been registered, suggesting that there is room for further

registration in the future.
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