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Estimating the Effect of Industrial Cluster
in Aomori Prefecture

Ryusuke THARA and Nami OYA

Abstract

This paper investigates business transaction and collaborative interaction between
suppliers and business offices in Aomori Prefecture, by using the data collected by
a questionnaire targeting the business offices in Aomori Prefecture. Based on the
ideas of regional potentials in New Economic Geography, we estimate how the
business transaction and its environment affect the productivity of the offices. The
analysis reveals that the productivity is significantly and positively affected by the
share of suppliers locating in the same area as the business offices, and also af-
fected by the degree of collaborative interaction in order to establish new supply
routes in the western arca of Aomori Prefecture. As a result, we verify the effect
of industrial cluster in food manufacturing industry such as “Apple Cluster’ es-

pecially in the western area of Aomori Prefecture.

Key words: New Economic Geography; Regional potentials; business transaction;

Collaborative interaction



