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An Essay on Three-layer Approach
as Methodology for Management Studies

Ryuichiro Inoue

Abstract

Three-layer approach was created as methodology of theoretical physics by Dr.
Mitsuo Taketani, one of leading theoretical physicists after the World War 2. He
told to support Dr. Hideki Yukawa to have built up his meson theory with his
three-layer approach. Dr. Yukawa received Novel prize with this theory in 1949.

Taketani's three-layer approach consists of essential level, substantial level and
phenomenal level. This approach has universal effectiveness not only for theoretical
physics but also for many sciences includes economics and management.

Unfortunately, there has been a kind of disruption between theoretical research
and empirical research in management studies. Three-layer approach can contribute
to reconstruct linkage at the place of "missing link" between them. In this ap-
proach, substantial layer is the most important. It enables us to reach essential
level from phenomenal level through clearing factors and structures on substantial

level.
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