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About the Oral Test of Russian Federation State
Test for Speakers of Russian as a Foreign

Language (Beginner's Level)

Tolstoguzov ALEXANDER

Abstract

This article is devoted to an analysis of the elementary level test of Russian,
which is one of the official tests of the Russian state system of Russian as a
Foreign Language (TORFL). It's a standardized test which determines whether the
student has achieved the elementary level of competency in Russian as a foreign
language. The test consists of five sections. Each section tests a different type of
language proficiency.

This study aims to investigate the test of Russian entirely and the oral perform-
ance ftest especially, using Bachman and Palmer's scheme of test usefulness. This
scheme includes reliability, construct validity, authenticity, interactiveness, impact
and practicality,

The first version of the oral test of Russian as a foreign language, officially
published in 1999, is compared with the new version, published in 2004, The new
version has some new features both in types of tasks and their arrangement inside
the test.

The results indicate that the whole test has a great degree of reliability and va-
lidity, but poor practicality because of its long (two-day) format and assessment
difficulties.

After the length of the test was reduced from 45 minutes to 25 minutes, by re-
moval of tasks, and after dictionary use was permitted, it became a more valid and

authentic test.



